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Representative

Richard DeBolt

Repul)lican Floor Leader

Dear Friends ,

When terrorists attacked New York and Wash-
ington, D.C., our hearts and prayers went out to
those touched i)y the ’cragecly. The implications of
this ca’cas’cropile then spreacl, and our economy
suffered a blow. Aitiiougil it may be (iigicuit, we
have many reasons to stay positive in this time of
uncertainty. This area has faced similar economic
downturns in the past 30 years and we will build
on those experiences.

The first lesson we must remember is that this
state has a responsi]oiiity to care for its most nee(iy
citizens. Ancl, secon(i, this isn’t the time to raise
taxes. In June, the Democrat-controlled Senate
presente(i a i)u(iget that remembered one of these
rules but £orgo’c the second. And that has airea(iy
caused a bit of unraveiing. At the current rate of
spen(iing , the state generai fund stands to be
almost $3 billion short for the entire 2003-05
i)u(ige’c cycle.

The upcoming 2002 Legisia’cure will have
some tougil decisions to make in January. And,
that process will most iiieeiy be followed cioseiy ]:)y
the news media. I have included in this newsletter
a gui(ie to assist you in deciphering the sometimes-
confusing reports of the process of maieing laws

and (ieveioping i)u(igets in Washington.

Thank You ,
Richard




- The Legislative Process

You choose representatives to carry out the difficult
task of (ietermining what kind of laws and poiicies will best

serve your interests.

The ot)jective of the Legislature is to reach a consen-
sus on a wide range of issues attecting every citizen and
the future prosperity of Wasi'lington. It is a process that
involves cooperation to make critical decisions in

7 .
everyone s best interest.

To ettectively pertorm their jo]o, legislators rely iieavily
on input from a wide variety of different sources.

[ receive a great deal of technical information from my
staff, state agency personnei, and protessionai 1olji)yists.
Yet, much of what I actualiy decide (iepencis on the views,
interests and preterences of you, the citizens who elect me.

This is preciseiy how the ]egisiative process was de-
signe(i to work best. It is based on rules and reguiation but
more importantiy, an open and positive reiationship be-
tween elected officials and the citizens they represent.

Legisiators, both Repui)lican and Democrat, reguiarly
see protessionai ioi)i)yists and state agency representatives
testitying during the session. Untortunateiy, we rareiy
hear from the citizens of our district.

Would you be wiliing to come to Qiympia and tes-
tity before a 1egisiative committee?

O Yes 0 No

If yes, on what issues?

Your name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please detach at the dotted line and send this survey back
to:

Rep. Richard DeBolt
PO Box 40600
Oiympia, WA 98504-0600

How a Bill Becomes a Law

- Senate
Member 0][ the Senate introduces a bill

President of the Senate assigns it to a committee or di-

m HouSe

Member o][ the House
introduces a bill
Speaieer of the

House assigns it to a

rects the Senate to act upon it imme(iiately without be-
ing referred to a committee

committee or directs the In a committee, the hill may be:

Scheduled for a pui)lic iiearing
Amen(ie(i, or have no action taken. ] ][

. . . w . .
no action is ta]een, the issue “dies in

House to act upon it imme(iiateiy without i)eing
referred to a committee

In a committee, the bill may be:
Scheduled for a pui)lic iiearing

Amended, or have no action
taken. ]f no action is taken, the

. ”
committee

Approve(i or transferred to another

“ committee
issue “dies in committee” L i, «
el ‘-_.‘::'-_'::5.1.1._ Defeated — the issue is then “dead in
Approvecl or transferred to an- : N committee”

other committee

Defeated — the issue is then

“dead in committee”

If a bill is approved in committee,
it then goes to the Rules Committee.
This group of iegisiators decide if
the hill is a.pprovecl for floor debate.

Once the Rules Committee
piaces the bill on the Floor Calen-
cia.r, it is t)rougtit up before the full
Senate. Members debate the merits
of the proposeci legislative and then

If a bill is approve(], in committee,
it then goes to the Rules Committee.
This group of iegisiators decide if the
bill is approve(i for floor debate.

Once the Rules Committee
piaces the bill on the Floor Caien(lar,
it is i)rougilt up before the full House
of Representatives. Members debate the
merits of the propose(i iegisiative and

vote yes or no.

If the hill is deteateci, it is consid-

ered “dead” for the current session, or

then vote yes or no.

If the bill is teateci, it is considered
“dead” for the t session, or year, but it

can be reint

year, but it can be reintroduced the next

session, or year.

If the bill is approve

House where it is sui)ject t e process,

the next session, or year.

ve(i, it is sent to the Senate
e same process, but it retains its

but it retains its same numbe,

If the Senate is voting on a
proves the proposal, it is sent
House bill was amen(ie(i, or enate it
must be returned to the H
proval, before it is

on a Senate bill, and it ap-

t to the Governor. If the nce, or ap-

" Governor

If acting on a i)iii, the Governor may sign it into law, or veto all or parts of the 1egisiation. The governor can also allow the
bill to become law without signing it. This iiappens if the governor takes no action within a certain number of ciays. If the gov-
ernor does veto all or part of a i)iii, it is sent back to where it started aiong with reasons for this action. If both the House and

the Senate approve overturning the veto i)y a two-thirds margin, the measure becomes law without approval from the gover-
nor. If not, the bill is considered “dead.”

- Wllat You Can Do

You don’t have to come to Oiympia to participate in
the legislative process. Just select from the variety of ways
that allows the fullest expression of your personal inter-
est and commitment. Here are some suggestions:

m Know How tlie Process Wor]zs

To maximize the effectiveness of your participation,
it'’s important to have a basic un(ierstan(iing of the legis-
lative picture. [ tlope this pu]j]ication heips you and your
tamily gain a better perspective of how tiiings work in
Qlympia. If there is sometiling you don’t uncierstan(i, or
you would like a pui)lication suitable for sharing with
young children, just call or write my office.

s Make Yourself the Expert

Before you address an issue, do some homework. Know
the whole issue: who it a{'tects, what others feel about it, how
it will influence future trencis, and other information you are
able to gatiler. The Internet remains a great resource and

thorough research allows you
to present a viewpoint with
confidence and crecii]:»iiity.
Combined with personal expe-
rience, this can be a powertul
tool in speaizing with lawmak-
ers, especiaﬂy those whose
views may not coincide with
yours. This time spent on re-
search is also a great example
for your children.

» Get to Know your Representatives

Personal Visit: Call my ottice, or introduce yourselt
if you see me in the area.

Write a Letter: Express your views to a matter
through the mail. Include contact information so I can
call you with any questions

Call the toll-free hotline: During the session, you can
call 1-800-562-6000 to leave a message on any issue.




